
 

WEBER-KWANJA  prayer letter 

June 2009 

Dear partners with us in mission to the Kwanjas, 

 

     We are busy, excited, and anticipating something BIG 

again! This time it is not the proofreading and typeset-

ting of the Kwanja New Testament, which God enabled 

us to complete at the end of 2005. It is preparing for the 

oral production of the Kwanja New Testament! Just as 

we depended so much on your prayers for us as we were 

working through the final months of producing the writ-

ten form of God's Word, WE NOW ALSO NEED 

YOUR PRAYERS AS WE PREPARE FOR THE 

ORAL PRODUCTION OF IT!  
      

     We have visited people in several villages to find 

those who are willing and able to read their Kwanja New 

Testaments well and with expression. We have recorded 

their reading of selections to compare voices and reading 

abilities for selecting our reader roles. Sometimes, we 

have even recorded right in our car! 

     With our Kwanja team, we will soon choose who 

should read which narrator or character parts so they can 

prepare ahead to read well for the recording. Then we 

will bring the readers from various villages together for a 

day to help them prepare to read with expression, sound-

ing as much as possible like the characters of the New 

Testament. We want the Kwanja New Testament to 

speak with impact as it is recorded in oral form!   

 

     In September this year, Dan and Kay Finley are plan-

ning to come to our village in Cameroon to help us re-

cord the whole Kwanja New Testament. (The 

Finleys are members of LBT who are work-

ing with a Scripture recording ministry called 

"Faith Comes by Hearing".) Through Faith 

Comes by Hearing, these recordings will be 

duplicated and later made available to listen-

ing groups in all of the Kwanja villages.  

¶ PRAISE GOD that we are finding           

a number of Kwanja readers willing to 

participate in this recording!   

¶ PRAY that God will prepare the 

Kwanja readers to read well with good 

expression for recording the Kwanja New 

Testament.  

¶ Pray for God's protection over all in-

volved and that God will watch over all 

the details of preparing for it. 

 

     Preparing for the recordings is not all that 

we are doing.  My literacy team and I are pre-

paring a 2-week long workshop for the 

Kwanja teachers to train them and to re-

inforce their abilities to read, to write and to 

teach Kwanja courses. This year we are in-

cluding a course in Kwanja grammar, which I 

(Joan) am trying to put together in limited 

time.       

¶ PRAY for me as I prepare for and coor-

dinate this course. Pray for energy and 

wisdom.   

¶ PRAY that the teachers will be in-

spired in wanting to read and share God's 

Word through our devotions together.   

¶ PRAY that God will prepare those who 

can take more leadership in literacy so 

it can continue in the future.   
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 Looking ahead -      
     We feel a sense of time pressure, trying to determine 

priorities, since we plan only another 2 years living and 

working among the Kwanjas (and we still have many goals 

that arenôt achieved). Some of you may have gotten the 

impression that we will then be finished with our mission 

work in Cameroon. However, at that point we plan to 

broaden our horizons here in Cameroon, to work to encour-

age other people groups in the EELC to use their translated 

New Testaments. Since there are so many smaller language 

groups in our area of Cameroon, church worker training is 

done in French. Workers need to learn to read well and use 

effectively Scriptures, music, and liturgies in their mother 

tongue languages, to reach peopleôs hearts. 

     Martin has already begun to reach out to neighboring 

groups. Earlier this year he helped pastors in nearby cen-

ters with workshops for their lay church leaders, to encour-

age them in studying God's Word. He also visited and 

taught for a week at the Lutheran Bible school in Meng, 

encouraging the lay pastors-in-training there to value and 

use the translated New Testaments they have in their dif-

ferent languages.   

     Martin has also been involved in a number of meetings 

of the church as LBT's representative working within the 

EELC (Lutheran Church of Cameroon). Most recently, he 

was very involved in helping the church at Bankim prepare 

to host about 400 guests for the ñSynode Generalò, the bi-

annual general assembly of the EELC. This meeting was 

very important because policy decisions were made (such 

as ordaining women pastors in their church), and they held 

elections for their national church leaders, including the 

national president (now officially named bishop).   

      

     We  just got a new missionary neighbor!   

Our son, Sammy just arrived back in 

Cameroon, to live and work initially in 

our village. Then he will expand to other 

areas as his ministry progresses. He is 

working as a member of International 

Teams, with Bruno, a  childhood friend, 

and others who may 

join him. Their goals 

are reaching out to the 

unreached villages, and 

building up nearby churches to continue 

in ministry to them. You can contact 

Sammy to learn more through his email 

address: theunreached@live.com 

What about my eyes, my vision?   

¶ PRAISE GOD for glasses! Since my 

glasses were stolen last October in 

Yaounde, we were able to get a pair in 

Yaounde that helped. But it was so good 

to get glasses that work better for me, 

hand carried from the US to Cameroon 

in April.   

¶ PRAISE GOD that my vision is hold-

ing pretty steady since 2 years ago. I 

am grateful for all that I can continue to 

do. 

¶ PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY for 

God's protection over my vision. I 

have had another outbreak of filaria.  In 

spite of medicine that I took, I still have 

filaria,  which are parasite worms that I 

can often feel moving in my eyes and 

elsewhere. Filaria are known to cause 

slow damage to the eyes over a period of  

months or years, (unless they die in the 

eyes, causing more immediate damage).  

Pray for healing to get rid of the fi-

laria.  

 

    Thank you so much for your ongoing 

prayers for us and for the Kwanja minis-

try.    
     I once said to a new missionary, 

"Nothing of importance is accomplished 

without prayer". I still find that to be so 

true.  Your prayers are an indispensable part 

of the work. We continue to need the Lord's 

strength and wisdom for each day. Most of 

the people we live among are still mostly 

orientated by their traditional world views, 

including seeking help from other spiritual 

powers rather than in putting all trust in Je-

sus for daily needs. We are encouraged often 

knowing that you continue to pray for us. 

PRAY for the Holy Spirit's working to 

create hunger for His Word, and to 

change Kwanja hearts and transform 

their lives to follow Jesus.   

     Thank you again for remembering us with 

your financial support! We know these are 

financially challenging times for many of 

you, and are really blessed that you consider 

Godôs work here important. May the Lord 

continue to supply for all of your needs as 

well, according to His riches in Christ Jesus. 

 

 Love, 

 Joan & Martin  


