WEBER-KWANJA Prayer Letter
June 2010

Dear partners in ministry with us in Cameroon,

Two young women died recently in our village.
A friend asked me, "What is killing off our young
people?"

"It's the sickness no one wants to talk about, let alone
admit that that it exists in their own families," I replied.

The signs are there, as someone often is ill over a period |
of months, medical treatment does not bring lasting &

help, he/she gets thinner and weaker, and eventually
dies. Everyone mourns. The mother and grandmother
are still living, but the young adult children are dying.
The spouse has already died, or may get sick later.
Although Africa has only about 15% of the world's
population, in 2007 it had 88% of the people living with
HIV and 92% of all AIDS deaths (according to Wikipe-
dia statistics). Of the countries of western Africa, Cam-
eroun has the highest percentage of people infected with
the HIV virus (15% or more). Our area of Cameroun is

the highest in the country (estimated at about 20%). &

The great majority of people with HIV are infected
through sexual transmission. Christians as well as non-
Christians are equally affected. Some of the prime
population, including government and community lead-
ers, teachers, pastors and lay church workers, mothers
and potential future leaders are infected.

In 2007, we translated materials addressing the issues
of AIDS, through an SIL (Wycliffe Bible Translators)
initiative. We then held a training workshop for a num-
ber of Kwanjas from several villages to help them pre-
sent the message about AIDS to their own people. They
were trained from a Biblical perspective to teach how to
live so AIDS can be prevented, and also how to care for
those who are sick or those left as widows or orphans
from AIDS. At that time, only a few of those trained in
our workshop actually carried the message to others in
their own or neighboring villages. In our own village,
the message was shared by a few young people during
evenings for two weeks. It made a real difference - for
some months - in village life.

As we gathered with a group of people who want to
again do something about AIDS training, the consensus
was discouraging. Village life is getting less moral, not
better, with more pregnancies outside of marriage, more
"messing around" of married people, a recent death
from a young lady who aborted / suicided, etc. The eve-
ning dances are more frequent, and attracting the kids at
younger ages, with drinking and other things that ac-
company it.

The Wordl of Godl -

intheirhands
andupontigivhigarts

Isn't AIDS a medical issue?

Why should we be involved in AIDS education?

Although there are large stocks of condoms at the
hospitals being distributed, the number of infected peo-
ple and number of deaths continues to grow. Although
using condoms has been highly promoted (and many
profit from that), it is not the answer. Gabriel, a Kwanja
nurse who works at the hospital, said clearly, "We need
to really pray. Unless what we do is based on prayer,
we can do nothing to change lives here." The informa-
tion about AIDS has gone out, and people are afraid of
it. But they have become fatalistic about it, believing
that they need to have whatever pleasures they can find
today, since tomorrow they will probably die.

A number of people simply don't believe that one can
remain pure until marriage and remain faithful during
marriage. Apart from God, we would all simply follow
the inclinations of our natures and conform to the ways
of our surrounding cultures. But God sent Jesus to save
and redeem us from both the guilt and the power of sin
over us. As we give our lives to Him, He enables us to
follow in His ways that bring life, not death - to live by
Faith, not fatalism.

If God's Word is going to address life issues, to get
into the lives of the people where they are at, it needs to
enter into the situation of AIDS here. As we work for
the Kwanjas to be engaged in God's Word, this is one
area that we can't ignore.



Training i Workshopsi Teaching

We are planning our literacy teacher training and
review course for June 28" 1 July 3", to prepare teach-
ers to teach courses in Kwanja. Our literacy team is in-
corporating the AIDS theme into the teacher training
and into the courses for this year, using the story of
Kande (an African girl orphaned by AIDS) as reading
material, and including time for discussions.

Following this, we plan another AIDS training work-
shop from July 12" -17th, to prepare people from
Kwanja villages to present the AIDS message to their
own people. We are adding some teaching about pre-
paring for marriage, healing in marriages, and breaking
free from sexual habits that have become bondages.

URGENT PRAYER NEEDED!

AIDS, sexual behavior, and obeying God's Word,
can all be very touchy subjects to talk directly about.
Unless God goes before us, the teacher training and the
AIDS workshops and follow-up teaching may end in
disaster! - Or simply be ineffective. We are not capable
of meeting this great challenge ourselves.

PLEASE PRAY with us:

- for God to direct, strengthen and enable us as we plan
and prepare these workshops.

- for Joan, working with Missa Alexi, Nguing Venant,
and Djadon Emmanuel, leading the teacher training
and review course from June 28-July 3rd. PRAY
also for the villages to be motivated for courses fol-
lowing the teacher training.

- for us working with Felix and Sylvine Hamadjoulde (a
Cameroonian missionary couple), Ngaounna Bruno
and Florence (our son Sammy's teammates), and
others to prepare and lead the AIDS workshop from
July 12-17™, to train Kwanjas to teach others in their
villages from a biblical perspective.

- for the message to be well communicated, the message
of Jesus' great love and forgiveness, of His power to
work in us to be new in Him, so that we can over-
come the desires of our natures to live to please
Him, é that we may
for us, for our own good!

- for God's Spirit to move through what is shared, that
God's Word will dispel lies and bring freedom to
those in fear of AIDS and in bondage to behaviors
that spread the disease.

- for God's protection and His Power to be shown
through this training!

Email addresses:
weber kwanja@hotmail.com
our children (Nathan, Sammy, Sarah):
nathan.d.weber@gmail.com
theunreached@live.com
Kwanja.girl@gmail.com

Thank you for your continuing prayers!
PRAISE GOD with us for His many blessings!

God blessed our LBT West African retreat in
Ghana in March. It was good to be with, share "shop
talk" with, and learn from other missionaries work-
ing in other West African countries. We met new
people and renewed relationships with some whom
we haven't seen for years.

God blessed us with good travels and meetings in
Ngaoundéré, Cameroon in May with our LBTC di-
rector, David Maffett, with EELC church leaders and
with Rev. Touka Daniel, director of the translation
and literacy department in the Cameroon Lutheran
Church. We had the joy of meeting Kory Fay and
seeing the village where he and his family plan to
begin ministry in February of next year. We also
got some direction for our future role in Cameroon.

We asked you to pray for Kwanja leadership.
God is answering our prayers! Recently we had
some good meetings with Kwanjas who want to see
Kwanja literacy progress and God's Word in Kwanja
being used more. Let's keep on praying for Kwanja
leaders!

Thank you for your prayers for Jerome and Em-
manuel, working with Martin on the Old Testament
church readings. We are excited about getting close
to having all of the drafting, exegetical check, and
first revision done!

Continue to pray that God will prepare the
oral Scriptures for the Kwanja people

The Old Testament stories won't be ready until
September, and the New Testament recordings are
not yet back from Faith Comes by Hearing. We will
share more about this in a future letter.

Thank you so much!

Thank you for holding us up during this
"summer" school break, which is the best time for us
to reach the young people who are back from school.
May God's Word penetrate through the darkness and
bring LIGHT! May God's Word continue to bring

t a k e Lightaoleath oDybu, iraybut evety kitaation. Go d

God bless you!
Love,

JoaR Martin
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